
UVARs in Europe

Not a magic wand, but can be one of the most powerful tools

Success doesn’t come down to one thing. 
Having a clear vision, with Stakeholder buy-in and 
Communicating it well 

Enabling Access - even if not by the preferred mode 

urbanaccessregulations.eu

http://www.urbanaccessregulations.eu/


Why UVARs?

• Reducing Climate & Pollution Emissions 
• Reducing vehicles or emissions from each vehicle

• Reducing congestion
• Improving the urban quality of life
• Allocation of urban space - a valuable resource

• Vehicle space has often been assumed to be “free”
• Improve fairness and equity

• Many more people and goods carried by sustainable 
modes than individual vehicles for the same space

• Because sometimes “carrots” simply aren’t enough
• Often the majority is persuaded by making it faster & more 

convenient, cheaper, or banning the alternative

Photo: Sadler 



ReVeAL Block Categories

• Speed reduction
• Traffic filter 
• Reallocating parking 

space
• Reallocating road space 

for pedestrians, cycling, 
public transport

• Road charges/tolls
• Permit costs
• Parking charges

• Regulation by 
emissions

• Regulation by vehicle 
type/dimension

• Regulation by trip 
purpose

• Regulation by permit
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(Parking under Regulation by Permit, Reallocating Parking Space & Parking charges)



Building an UVAR

Complimentary 
measures



Example: Vitoria-Gasteiz

4. Reallocating road space for 
pedestrians

a. Widen pavement
b. Pedestrian priority street or 
zone

5. Reallocating road space for 
cycling

b. Cycling lane

2. Traffic filter
a. Recirculation 
b. Roadblock

3. Reallocating parking space
d. Kiss and ride

8. Parking charge
b. Fixed price
c. Charge based on emissions 
standards
e. From on-street to off-street parking

12. Regulation by permit
a. Permit to travel
b. Parking permit
c. Planning permit 
conditions

11. Regulation by trip purpose
a. Deliveries and 

logistics
b. Through-traffic ban Vitoria-Gasteiz

UVAR measures 

9. Regulation by emissions
a. EURO standard 6. Reallocating road 

space for cycling
a. Bus-tram 
priority lane

1.a. Speed reduction

14. Complementary measures
b. Exemptions 
c. Increased mobility 
options
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Jerusalem

Padua school 
street logo

First houses in Helmond’s ZEZ
(Source: Brainport Smart District)

Find out more in our final 
conference 8-9 November !



ReVeAL Toolkit: ReVeAL ‘to go’ for your city

To ReVeAL Guidance



Antwerp city’s LEZ website

Onderweg App

M2M data per MS

UVAR Box Tool

M2M DATEX II data

Single Digital Gateway

→ 

Ensuring Compliance: Only comply with that they know

→Communication: Also digital – M2M → eg Navigation Tools

http://www.uvarbox.eu/
https://www.anwb.nl/mobiel/onderweg-app
https://www.anwb.nl/mobiel/onderweg-app
https://www.anwb.nl/mobiel/onderweg-app
https://www.slimnaarantwerpen.be/en/LEZ
https://www.slimnaarantwerpen.be/en/LEZ
https://www.anwb.nl/mobiel/onderweg-app
https://uvarbox.eu/uvarbox-tool/
https://www.bmvi.de/EN/Topics/Digital-Matters/Mobilithek/mobilithek.html
https://uvarbox.eu/uvarbox-tool/
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/single-digital-gateway_en


Why should I digitise my UVAR?

• Greater awareness = greater compliance = greater impact = less enforcement work = fewer complaints & queries

• UVARs in navigation services significantly reduce the resistance to UVARs at an EU and non-local level

• Service Providers (e.g. Google) increasingly contacting cities for UVAR data
If provide to one (in their requested format) = need to provide similarly for others (Open Data Directive)

• Using UVAR Box → single EU-wide DATEX II format = provide data once only on NAP & city/national O-D websites

• Information on emissions stickers and national traffic rules required on the Single Digital Gateway by end 2023, in 
a specific format - DATEX II can be easily imported into SDG format

• ITS Directive & delegated regulation requires Member States to digitise UVARs & encourage cities to do so too

• Cities often have own general digitisation processes

• Some Countries & Cities working on “digital mirror” of traffic regulations (eg METR) 

• Digital UVAR data also needed for eg geofencing, connected & automated vehicle deployment

Advantages to cities include:

DATEX II is the single EU-wideformat
UVAR Box is easiest way → DATEX II
DATEX II → Navigation services, SDG & ITS

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/single-market/single-digital-gateway_en
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-themes/intelligent-transport-systems/road/action-plan-and-directive_en
https://iso-tc204.github.io/iso24315p1/METRVision.pdf
http://www.uvarbox.eu/


civitas-reveal.eu, civitas-reveal.eu/tools
Find out more at our final conference 8-9 November
civitas-reveal.eu/events/reveal-final-conference/

uvarbox.eu, brochure, uvarbox.eu/uvarbox-tool

uvarbox.eu/uvar-exchange. Give your input in our final 
workshop 18 Oct uvarbox.eu/uvar-exchange-final-
stakeholder-workshop/

urbanaccessregulations.eu
Lucy Sadler lucy.sadler@airqualitypolicy.eu

Use the ReVeAL & UVAR Box tools
Come to the conference & workshop

http://www.civitas-reveal.eu/
http://www.civitas-reveal.eu/tools
https://civitas-reveal.eu/events/reveal-final-conference/
https://uvarbox.eu/
https://uvarbox.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/0803_UVAR-BOX_Brochure_WEB.pdf
https://uvarbox.eu/uvarbox-tool/
https://uvarbox.eu/uvar-exchange/
https://uvarbox.eu/uvar-exchange-final-stakeholder-workshop/
http://www.urbanaccessregulations.eu/
mailto:lucy.sadler@airqualitypolicy.eu
http://www.civitas-reveal.eu/tools
http://www.uvarbox.eu/
https://uvarbox.eu/uvar-exchange

